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Astronaut Butch Wilmore’s Journey of Trust in God

s the world waited and

prayed for a safe re-

turn of the astronauts,
something even more powerful
was unfolding—astronaut Butch
Wilmore’s strong faith shin-
ing through from space. Being
stuck there for nine months was a
tough and unexpected challenge,
but for Wilmore, it became a time
to lean on his trust in God. Even
when things were uncertain, he
never lost hope. He believed that
God was with him every step of
the way. His story reminds us that
in our hardest moments, faith can
bring comfort, courage, and the
strength to keep going.

On June 5, 2024, NASA astro-
nauts Butch Wilmore and Sunita
Williams launched from Kenne-
dy Space Center in Florida aboard
the Boeing Starliner. Their mis-
sion was supposed to last only
ten days, but due to technical

.....................................................................
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problems, they were stranded in
space for over nine months. The
world anxiously watched, unsure
if they would make it back safely.

Most people would have been
afraid and lost hope, but Wilmore
never did. While still in space,
he spoke to CBS News, sharing
his unwavering faith. He said,
“Some things look to us to be not
so good. But it’s all working out
for His good, for those that will
believe.” His faith in God gave
him strength and peace, proving
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that trust in God does not remove
challenges but helps overcome
them.

Many give credit to NASA and
modern technology, including
the work of people like Elon
Musk, for bringing the astronauts
home safely. And while that’s
true, those who believe in God
see something more. They be-
lieve God worked through these
people to carry out His plan. For
Wilmore, his safe return was not
just about science—it was an-
other way God showed His care
and faithfulness, even in the most
unlikely places.

His faith brings to mind the
words of the Apostle Paul in Ro-
mans 8:35: “Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or perse-
cution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?” No matter
the struggle—even being stuck
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in space—God’s love remains
constant and unshakable.

Looking back on his experience,
Wilmore said, “My feeling about
all of this goes back to my faith.
It’s tied to my Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ. He is working out His
plan and purposes for His glory
through all of humanity, and
how that plays out in our lives is
meaningful and important. I was
never alone. God was there, even
in the darkest moments.”

Astronauts in the past have
shared how the view of space
stirred something deep within
them, a sense of awe that often
pointed them toward faith. Buzz
Aldrin, after returning from the
Apollo 11 mission, saw it as a
sign of God’s greatness and quot-
ed Psalm 8: “When I consider thy
heavens, the work of thy fingers,
the moon and the stars, which
thou hast ordained; what is man
that thou art mindful of him?”
John Glenn, too, expressed how
seeing earth from space deep-
ened his faith, viewing the planet
as a testament to God’s creation.

Others had a different view. So-
viet cosmonaut Gherman Titov
once said he did not see God
in space. Kalpana Chawla de-
scribed the night sky from space
as something out of a storybook,
focusing more on its beauty and
wonder than any spiritual mean-
ing. These different views show
that people’s beliefs play a big
role in how they understand what
they see. Some look at space
and see God’s purpose behind it,
while others see it as just science
or something that happened by
chance.

Wilmore’s
experience proves
that faith in God 1s
not limited to earth.
Whether lost in space
or struggling in
everyday life, those
who trust in God

can find peace and
strength. His story is
a powerful reminder
to never give up and
to believe that God’s
plan 1s always for the
best.

Life is full of struggles, and at
times, it may feel like hope is
lost. But our Lord reassured His
followers in Matthew 28:20: “I
am with you always.” When we
face challenges beyond our con-
trol, faith reminds us that God
is always in charge. James 1:13
tells us, “He 1s not a God testing
us with evil things,” but rather,
He helps us grow stronger. As 1
Corinthians 10:13 says, “God is
faithful and won’t allow temp-
tations beyond what we can en-
dure, but will also provide a way
of escape.”

In the scripture, we find accounts
of people who faced impossible
situations yet remained strong
in their faith. Joseph was sold

into slavery, falsely accused,
and imprisoned, but God’s plan
for him led to his rise as Egypt’s
ruler (Genesis 50:20). Daniel
was thrown into the lion’s den,
yet he trusted God, and the lions
did not harm him (Daniel 6:22).
The Israelites stood before the
Red Sea with Pharaoh’s army
behind them, but God parted
the waters, making a way where
there seemed to be none (Exodus
14:21-22). Wilmore’s journey in
space is another reminder that
God is always working, even
when the situation looks hope-
less.

Faith in God allows believers to
see beyond their struggles and
trust in His divine purpose. The
Apostle Paul writes in 2 Corin-
thians 4:17-18, “For our light and
momentary troubles are achiev-
ing for us an eternal glory that
far outweighs them all. So we fix
our eyes not on what is seen, but
on what is unseen, since what is
seen is temporary, but what is un-
seen is eternal.” This perspective
helped Wilmore endure his time
in space, just as it can help be-
lievers facing their own trials on
earth.

Wilmore’s experience proves
that faith in God is not limited
to earth. Whether lost in space
or struggling in everyday life,
those who trust in God can find
peace and strength. His story is a
powerful reminder to never give
up and to believe that God’s plan
is always for the best. No matter
where we are—on earth or be-
yond the stars—God is with us,
guiding our steps, and leading us
to His purpose.
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FIBA 2025 YOUTH
CONFERENCE -
HOUSTON HIGHLIGHTS

Jensen Binoji

hat a weekend! By God’s grace, this year’s
FIBA Youth Conference in Houston was
packed with powerful worship, life-changing
teaching, and unforgettable fellowship. Wor-
ship teams from Houston and Dallas led amazing
praise sessions that set the stage for everything
God was about to do.

o3 013 @la... VIANEUDaUE:M@Od
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Br. Nate Bramsen (Fri. & Sat. mornings) challenged
us with Living in the Light: Separation and Holi-
ness in a Modern World (2 Corinthians 6:14-18),
reminding us that we’re called to be set apart for
Christ. Br. Steve Price (Fri. & Sat. evenings) fired
us up with Scripture Alone: Discovering Truth in
a Confused Culture (2 Timothy 3:16-17), showing
us why God’s Word is our unshakable foundation.

We also heard from two young women who brought
incredible insight into InterVarsity college minis-
tries in Houston and the THRIVE women’s Bible
study. Their stories encouraged the young women
present to build strong, Christ-centered commu-
nities that love and serve the Lord.

) {

Youfhs - Singing

And it wasn’t all indoors! Friday’s basketball
tournament saw six teams battle for the cham-
pionship trophy, while Saturday’s Topgolf outing
brought together 75 youths for laughs, connec-
tion, and great memories. A special Q&A session
with Br. Nate and Br. Steve tackled nearly 20 real-
life questions with biblical wisdom.

God truly moved in Houston, and we left inspired
to live holy, love deeply, and stand firm in His
truth!
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Joseph Varghese

he curtain of the FIBA confer-

ence 2025 is down with a high
note of praise to God and an an-
ticipation to meet again in Toron-
to in 2027 or with the Lord in the
air. God blessed and honoured the
incessant labours of the brothers
and sisters for the past two years
to make the conference a success.
It concluded on the 3rd of August,
on the Lord’s day morning, with
the remembrance of the Lord and
the ministry of the Word of God.

The FIBA Conference 2025 was sig-
nificant as this was the twentieth
conference for FIBA. And it was
held in Houston, Texas, where it
was first held, in 2004, which was
the beginning of FIBA conferenc-
es. As one has rightly said, ‘Com-
ing to Huoston was like coming
home.’ For the conference, this
year, about 1100 people had reg-
istered. On the eve of 31st July,
a good number of people had ar-
rived at Marriott Huoston. The re-
source persons in the conference
were Bros.

Thomson B Thomas, Steve Price,
Varghese Kurian, Nate Bramsen
and Benson Thomas. The inaugu-
ral function began with songs, and
was followed by introduction and
welcome speech. The theme for
the conference was ‘Overcoming

Life’s Challenges.’” Bro. Thomson :

FIBA 2025

BLESSED CONFERENCE

gave the inaugural sermon, an
overview of the theme, based on
1 John 5:1-4.

The programs of the second day
began with singing, which was
followed by a session led by Br.
Steve Price. He shared on ‘God’s
provisions for living the overcom-
ing life.” This was followed by a
seminar, in which Bros. Johnsy
Mathews (Tripura) and Varghese
Kurian (Kerala) spoke. The topic
dealt with was ‘Godliness and Re-
ligiosity.” They exhorted the con-
gregation to live godly lives and
relinquish legality and hypocrisy.
In the panel discussions that fol-
lowed, the matters were reiter-
ated. The congregation received
them as a timely reminder. In the
afternoon, various evangelists
who came from India shared their
testimonies. Concurrent to this
sisters’ meeting was also held. In
the evening hours, the FIBA 20th
Anniversary Souvenir was officially
released. A copy of ‘Prayanam,’
the souvenir, was given by brother
George Mathew, Canada, to Broth-
er Thomson B Thomas, Mumbai.
The mission report from Tripura
by Johnsy Mathews was an eye-
opener to the need of reaching
out to the unreached areas. It was
followed by a sermon by Br. Nate

Bramsen. He shared on the topic,

‘Christ, the ultimate example to
live the overcoming life’ based on
Hebrews 12. He exhorted the be-
lievers to fix their eyes upon Je-
sus.

August 2nd, Saturday, the third
day of the conference, began with
singing. The fourth session of the
conference was taken by brother
Steve Price. The topic was ‘Vic-
tory in the battle for the mind
of a Christian.” The main high-
light of the day was the seminar
held on the issue of young people
leaving the assemblies. The topic
was, ‘Why are young people leav-
ing assemblies?’ Brothers Benson
Thomas and Thomson B Thomas
presented the topic. This was fol-
lowed by a panel discussion on the
matter, in which all the resource
persons were involved. They an-
swered the questions that were
asked by the audience.

‘Reflecting on 200 years of Breth-
ren Movement’ took the congre-
gation down memory lane. Along
with those who led in singing,
Bros. Isaac Mannoor and Philip K
Andrews led in the discussions.
They shared about the beginnings
of the Brethren Movement, its
spread into various parts of the
world and about its arrival in In-
dia. To show the new generation



the manner in which open-air was
conducted, the brothers enacted
it on stage, as it was conducted in
the olden times. This received big
applause from the audience.

The main session in the evening
was taken by Br. Varghese Kurian.
He exhorted the congregation to
overcome life’s challenges, from
Hebrews 13. Songs and music had
an important part on all the days.
The youth sessions were taken
by Bros. Nate Bramsen and Steve
Price. These sessions were inter-
active and provided opportunities
for youngsters to discuss various
youth-related issues. There were
opportunities for the young to ex-
ercise their talents, in the ‘Talent
Hour.’ Prizes were given to those
who fared well in the competi-
tions.

On 3rd August, Sunday, the confer-
ence concluded with the Breaking
of bread and the word ministry. Br.
Thomson B Thomas shared from
the Word of God. He encouraged
the believers saying that we are in
the way to eternal glory and that
the God of all grace would provide
grace to overcome the enemy, the
roaring lion. Following this, the
music team sang, “puthanaam
erusalemil ethum kaalam oor-
kumpol....” which was joined by
the congregation. Bro. Varghese
Kurian concluded the conference
in prayer. After an early lunch, the
participants took leave one from
another and returned to their
places, with the expectation that
they would meet again in Toronto,
for FIBA 2027, if the Lord’s com-
ing tarries. The Lord has helped us
hitherto. May God’s name alone
be glorified.

.........................................................................
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With a grateful heart, we thank each of you for being an
integral part of FIBA 2025 in Houston, TX. The beautiful
memories of worship, camaraderie, and divine encounters
will forever be etched in our hearts.

FIBA 2025 is one for the books. It has rejuvenated our re-
lationships in Christ,nourished our souls, and uplifted our
spirits. We were blessed with words ofinsight from God’s
word which truly inspired, encouraged, and renewed us.This
event was a true testament to his splendor and unwavering
faithfulness!Your heartfelt prayers, persistent support, and
generous donations have made FIBA 2025 a success! To our
generous supporters, We extend our sincere thanks, we are
deeply moved by your eternal investment.

God willing, we are thrilled to announce FIBA 2027 in Cana-
da, a country renowned for its many natural environments.
We ask that you continue to pray for the FIBA ministries,
believing that the Lord will continue to lead and bless us for
the extension of his kingdom.Remembering that our efforts
in the Lord are not in vain, let us remain unified in our devo-
tion to him, pray passionately and support one another.

FIBA 2025 would not have been possible without the warmth
and commitment of the Houston Brethren Assemblies and
the local churches. We are all inspired and motivated by your
fervor for Christ’s cause. May God continue to bless you.

Let us move forward, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of faith. Let us strive to live in accordance with
God’s will.Let us continue in faith and love. As the Apostle
Paul encourages us in 1 Corinthians 15:58: “Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord.”

With love and blessings,
Santosh Abraham
Secretary

FIBA Ministries
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